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Penalties for using a smartphone while driving have been
strengthened!

The partially revised traffic law has been enforced as
of December 1st 2019.
OThe penalties for the action of using a mobile phone
or smartphone, or looking closely at a screen while
driving a car or a motorcycle, have been strengthened.
+| (1)Using a smartphone, etc. while driving. ~Any action
which involves talking or looking closely at the screen of]
smartphone, etc. while holding it in one’s hand.
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After revision

Penalty Imprisonment of up to 6 months

or a fine up to 100 thousand ven.
Large ¥25,000
Fine Standard ¥18,000
Motorcycle ¥15,000
Motorbike ¥12,000
Penalty points 3 points

(2)In case of an accident~Talking on a smartphone or

any action which increases the risk of traffic danger i.e
looking closely at the screen whether held in the hand

or not.

After revision
Imprisonment of up to 1 year or
a fine up to 300 thousand ven.

Penalty points 6points
[Information] For more information, please contact
the Driver’s License Division of the Hyogo Prefectural
Police, Driver’s License Center or the Sanda Police
Department (8079-563-0110).
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Now in li Torch

Relay support runners.

Now searching for support runners to help enliven the
Olympic Torch Relay to be held in Sanda City. The
support runners will accompany the torch relay
runners as they enter the ceremony venue at Sanda
City Hall, Square of Winds. ¢Support runners are not
allowed touch the relay torch.

B Event date=May 25 (Mon) MPlace=Sanda City Hall,
Square of Winds M Capacity 20 persons (In case of too
many applications, we will hold a draw for place
allocation.) M Eligibility requirements and conditions of
participation=Primary school children living in Sanda
City. *¢Participants must follow the instructions of
the organizing committee in regards to proper
clothing, the movement of the day, etc. [Application -
Contact] Fill in the necessary items on the designated
form and send it by mail, e-mail or fax, or drop it off by
hand at the acceptance window by 17:00, on February
14 (Fri). Sanda City Hall Main Building 4F, 2-1-1
Miwa, Sanda, T669-1595 Culture and Sports
Division &079-559-5022 FAX 079-563-7776

If you would like to receive emergency information as soon as a disaster occurs, go to the following URL and register under

your municipality. http://bosai.net/e/ (English, Chinese,

Korean, Portuguese, Viethamese)
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Filing Tax Returns, Information on Sanda Filing Office

A tax return is a report to the tax office of income
earned for the one year period between January 1 and
December 31 (salary, wages etc.) as well as the amount
of tax to be levied. In some cases you may be able to
obtain a tax refund by filing your tax return : (e.g.: You
bought a house with a bank loan, your medical
expenses were very high, you suffered from disaster or
robbery, you quit your job halfway through the year
and were not employed thereafter and have no
year-end tax adjustment, etc.) At Sanda Filing Office,
you can consult how to write Final Return Forms,
prepare, and submit Final Return Forms.

M Filing period=February 20 (Thu) through February
28(Fri) 9:30-15:30. 3% Six days are open in total,
Saturday, Sunday and national holidays excluded
Closed Saturday and Sunday.BMPlace=Sanda Cultural
Center (Sato no Ne Hall) 1F. (1-3-1 Tenjin, Sanda)

B Requirements = Necessary documents (may vary
depending on the contents of applications. Please
contact for details) and your personal seal.
¢In the case of over-crowding, the office may close
early. ¢Please use public transportation if possible. If
you are coming by car, please park at Sanda Cultural
Center. ¢Please visit the web site of National Tax
Agency for details (http:/www.nta.go.jp/).

B The total amount of National Health Insurance tax,
Advanced Elderly Medical Service Insurance
premiums and Nursing Care Insurance premiums paid
from January to December, 2019 are deductible from
annual earnings as a social insurance premium
deduction for income tax and residence tax. In the case
of special tax collection (tax deducted directly from the
annual pension), the deduction applies only to the
person in question. 3 “A confirmation notice of the total
amount of social insurance premiums” paid in the last
year was sent to those eligible for tax deductions at the
end of January for use in filing final tax returns, etc.
~Main amendments to the Individual Residence Tax
(municipal and prefectural tax) effective from fiscal
year 2021 (For income of 2020)~

+ The exemption for widow/ers has been expanded to
apply to unmarried single parents under the same
conditions as widow/ers and bereaved/divorced single
parents.

+ 100,000 yen is deducted from employment income
exemption or deduction for public pension or the like,
and 100,000 yen is added to the basic deduction. »For
those persons who are eligible for both salary income
and public pension or the like, a maximum of 100,000
yen 1s deducted from taxable salary income after
employment income exemption.
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Please e-mail or fax Sanda Public Community Center (Machizukuri Kyodo Center) anytime with your comments, opinions

and ideas on our monthly newsletter.

fax:079-563-8001 / E-mail: machizukuri_u@city.sanda.lg.jp
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[ Information ] *+ Operation guide for the creation
corner of filing tax return forms and other documents:
Help desk for the creation corner 80570-01-5901

* Inquiries about filing tax returns and confirmation of
necessary documents: Hyogo Tax Office 8078-576-5131
*Inquiries regarding municipal / prefectural tax: Municipal
Tax Section, Tax Division 8079-559-5053 FAX079-563-5697

- National Health Insurance tax / Advanced Elderly
Medical Service Insurance premium: National Health
Insurance & Medical Welfare Division 8079-559-5050
FAX 079-559-2636

+ Nursing Care Insurance premium: Nursing Care
Insurance Division 8079-559-5077 FAX 079-563-1447
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It’s a great chance to meet and talk to the recruiting
personnel from many companies on the same day. For
those who are seeking employment, please actively
participate. (Pre-registration is not required).

BMDate and Time=February 13 (Thu) 13:00-15:30
(Reception 12:30-15:00) MPlace =Multipurpose Hall at
Sanda Public Community Center

B Participating companies = Approximately 24
companies with workplaces in Sanda and Kita-ku,
Kobe (The names of the participating companies will be
posted in the homepages of Sanda City and Hyogo
Labor Bureau in the beginning of February.)

B Target=Those who are seeking full-time and part-
time employment. Those who are graduating from
universities, high schools, etc. in March 2020 (including
graduates within 3 years)

B What to bring=Resume (please bring a few copies
for those who are having interviews with several
companies) % Copy service is available.

< Consultations held concurrently> #¢Pre-registration
is not required. DSupport for young people who want
to enter the workforce(up to 39 years of age) @
Individual consultation for those seeking welfare and
long-term care worker jobs @Individual consultation
for new and previous graduates @ Consultation for
employment supports for a single parent (such as the
introduction of subsidies) G)Career counseling and Job
aptitude tests ®Employment support for seniors(60
years and over). [Information] Hello Work Sanda &
079-563-8609 fax 079-563-8607

School attendance notice sent to new students

A school attendance notice with the name of the school
to be attended and the date of the first day of school
was mailed to guardians of children entering the first
year of elementary school and the first year of junior
high school in 2020 in late January. If you have not yet
received this notice, please inform the School and
Education Division. If you need to change your address,
the notice will be given to you at the Citizen’s service
division at the time of registration of the new address.
(The notice may be sent later depending on the date of
change of address.) [Information] School and Education
DivisionB079-559-5136  FAX : 079-559-6400

If you are having a problem contacting us in Japanese, you can make use of the Sanda Public Community Center's
Interpretation and Translation System. (Some restrictions apply. Please contact for details.)

TEL 079-559-5023 FAX 079-563-8001

E-Mail machizukuri_u@city.sanda.lg.jp
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Infants Medical Check-ups: February

Reception time=12:45-13:45(No reservation is required)
* Invitations are individually sent in advance.

* Be sure to fill in the necessary items in the guardian’s
column of your maternity record book before the
medical check-up.

* Information on other subjects such as the mother-child|
health promotion project, blood donation etc. are
published on the Sanda City home page. Additional
checks may be carried out if needed.
(http://www.city.sanda.lg.jp/kosodate/ninshin/index.html)
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[Information] Health Promotion Division (Address:
675 Kawayoke) 8079-559-5701 Fax 079-559-5705

Disaster Drillsfor Foreign Residents

Join the disaster drills and learn about disaster
prevention while having fun.
B Date and Time=March 14 (Sat) 10:00-12:00
B Place = Fire Department Headquarters (Free shuttle
bus service from Sanda Station is available. $9:30)
M Contents = Experience and talk about disaster
prevention MFee=free M Target=Foreign
residents and the interested party B Capacity=30
persons B Application=Apply below by telephone,
FAX, E-mail or visiting below by February 29.

[ Application Contact ] Sanda International

Association 8079-559-5164 FAX 079-559-5173 E-mail
office@sia-japan.org 10:00-17:00 Closed on Tuesday

You can seek adv1ce about things that concern you in
your daily life in Japan, or other things that may be
bothering you. Please feel free to come. The
consultation is free of charge and whatever you discuss
will be kept secret.

B Date and Time=The 2" Wednesday and @
the 4th Saturday of every month 10:30-12:30

* February 12(Wed), 22 (Sat)
B Place=Sanda Public Community Center
(Telephone consultation is available.)
B Available languages=Japanese, Chinese, English (If
you speak another language, please let us know in
advance.)

[Information] International Plaza 10:00-17:00
B079-559-5164  Closed on Tuesday
E-mail kippy-kokusaip@bz04.plala.or. jp
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Please e-mail or fax Sanda Public Community Center (Machizukuri Kyodo Center) anytime with your comments, opinions

and ideas on our monthly newsletter.

fax:079-563-8001 / E-mail: machizukuri_u@city.sanda.lg.jp



